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A hub for research and public engagement H
yperconnectivity 
is a term invent-
ed in 2001 to de-
sign the multiple 
means of com-
munication we 
have today, such 

as face-to-face contact, email, 
instant messaging, telephone or 
the Internet. This global network 
of connections becomes each 
day more complex, diverse and 
integrated. In the hyperconnected 
world of today, museums join the 
trend. This is the reason why the 
International Council of Museums 
(ICOM) has chosen the theme 
“Hyperconnected museums: New 
approaches, new publics” for the 
International Museum Day 2018.

It is impossible to understand 
the role of museums without 
taking into account all the con-
nections they make. They are an 
inherent part of their local com-
munities, their cultural landscape 
and their natural environment. 
Thanks to technology, muse-
ums can now reach way beyond 
their core audience and find new 
publics when approaching their 
collections in a different way: it 
can be the digitalisation of their 
collections, adding multimedia 
elements to the exhibition or 
something as simple as a hash-
tag that allows visitors to share 
their experience in social media.

However, not all these new con-
nections are due to technology. As 
museums strive to maintain their 
relevance in society, they shift their 
attention to the local community 
and the diverse groups that make it 
up. As a result, these past years we 
have witnessed the birth of count-
less common projects organised 
by museums with the collaboration 
of minorities, indigenous peoples 
and local institutions. To engage 
these new publics and strength-
en their connections with them, 
museums must find new ways of 
interpreting and presenting their 
collections.

We invite cultural institutions 
of all types around the world to 
join in this celebration and shift 
their approach to their collections 

by exploring all the connections 
that tie them to their communi-
ties, cultural landscape and nat-
ural environment.

40 years of International 
Museum Day

The International Council of 
Museums (ICOM) established 
International Museum Day in 
1977. The first edition was cele-
brated for the first time 40 years 
ago with a clear aim: to spread 
the message that museums are 
important means of cultural ex-
change, enrichment of cultures 
and development of mutual un-
derstanding, cooperation and 
peace among peoples. In 2017, 
International Museum Day gar-
nered record-breaking participa-
tion with more than 36,000 mu-
seums hosting events in some 
157 countries and territories.

What is International 
Museum Day?

Every year since 1977, ICOM 
has organised International Muse-
um Day (IMD), which represents 
a unique moment for the interna-
tional museum community. On 
this day, participating museums 
plan creative events and activities 
related to the International Muse-
um Day theme, engage with their 
public and highlight the impor-
tance of the role of museums as 
institutions that serve society and 
its development. 

The objective of International 
Museum Day is to raise aware-
ness of the fact that, “Museums 
are an important means of cul-
tural exchange, enrichment of 
cultures and development of 
mutual understanding, coopera-
tion and peace among peoples.” 
Organised on and around 18 May 
each year, the events and activ-
ities planned to celebrate Inter-
national Museum Day can last a 
day, a weekend or a whole week.

Participation in IMD is grow-
ing among museums all over 
the world. In 2017, more than 
37,000 museums participated in 
the event in some 158 countries 
and territories.

I
nternational Museum Day 
(IMD) is an internation-
al day, a celebration that 
is held every year on or 
around 18 May, coordinated 
by the International Council 
of Museums (ICOM). The 

event highlights a specific theme 
that changes every year and that 
is at the heart of the international 
museum community’s preoccu-
pations. This day is an occasion 
to raise awareness on how im-
portant museums are in the de-
velopment of society.

The theme chosen for 2018 
is “Hyperconnected museums: 
New approaches, new publics”.  
The term Hyperconnectivity re-
fers to the use of multiple means 
of communication, such as 
email, instant messaging, tele-
phone, face-to-face contact and 
Web information services.

The International Museum Day 
provides the opportunity for mu-
seum professionals to meet the 
public and educate them about 

the challenges that museums 
face. Indeed, following the clas-
sical definition, a museum is a 
non-profit, permanent institution 
in the service of society and its 
development, open to the pu-
bic, which acquires, conserves, 
researches, communicates and 
exhibits the tangible and intangi-
ble heritage of humanity, natural 
history and environment for the 
purposes of education, study 
and enjoyment. International Mu-
seum Day therefore serves as a 
platform to raise public aware-
ness on the role that museums 
play in the development of soci-
ety today. From Asia to America, 
and from Africa Europe and, this 
international event has confirmed 
its increasing popularity across 
the Globe.

Over the decades, Museums 
have invariably served as instru-
ments of progress. In our modern 
society, it has become indispen-
sable for museums to redefine 
their missions, their goals, their 

functions and their strategies to 
reflect the expectations of the 
21st Century which is indeed a 
rapidly changing world. Today, 
museums have become agents 
of change and development. The 
museums are the institutions 
that can definitely foster peace 
and inspiration through adopting 
most sublime ways of educat-
ing our masses. For museums 
to retain their relevance and ef-
ficacy in the development of our 
societies, they should use their 
unique resources and potential to 
become more responsive to the 
dynamics of modern society and 
change.

In modern society, the muse-
ums enrich the educational pro-
cess by exposing children and 
indeed the public to their history 
in a positive way; they assist 
our future generations to under-
stand and appreciate their history 
and culture and take pride in the 
achievements of their forebearers. 
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N
ational muse-
um of science & 
Technology  is a 
non-profit, per-
manent institution 
in the service of 
society and its 

development, open to the pub-
lic, which acquires, conserves, 
researches, communicates and 
exhibits the tangible and intangi-
ble heritage of humanity and its 
environment for the purposes of 
education, study and enjoyment.  
Since its establishment in 1965, 
the National Museum of Science 
and Technology has proudly 
served as Pakistan’s only nation-
al-level science and technology 
museum. In a spirit of service to 
the public, the Museum has con-
tinually improved and enhanced 
its functions as a museum of sci-
ence and technology .The Muse-
um became an attached depart-
ment of SED. Punjab  In the wake 
of 18th amendment in 2011.

Our Mission
Is to aware the public about 

science and technology, and to 
encourage people to think about 
how humankind and science and 
technology should best relate to 
each other. The Museum fulfills 
this mission in two ways. First, 
we elucidate the history of life 
and the history of science and 
technology through our exhibits. 
Second, we conduct annual sci-
ence fair, workshop programs, 

seminars aimed at raising inter-
est in and awareness of science 
and technology among general 
public.

Our Aim
What the National Museum of 

Science and Technology Aims to 
be:
l A science museum that is a 

part of culture and society.
l	A museum where citizens 

and scientists working to-
gether and make research 
more relevant.

l	A museum where science is 
fascinating and we are dedi-
cated to making it a source of 
inspiration for everyone. 

Principal Operations

Our Principal Operations

(1) Collection

The Museum collects speci-
mens and other materials rele-
vant to science and technology 
preserves them for future gener-
ations.

(2) Exhibition and Education

The Museum puts its research 
results and collections to work 
creating opportunities for people 
to think about and develop inter-
ests in science and technology.

Some features of National 
Science Museum Lahore

Models of the solar system, 
eco system, gems and stones, 

human figure, the universe, the 
steam engine, the human heart, 
Pythagoras’ theorem, moving 
magnet, rockets and satellite are 
among the many models exhib-
ited. The museum also offers a 
four-month computer course for 

Rs 300 in addition to a reading-
cum-rest-room for students and 
the public. Besides, the muse-
um holds weekly film shows on 
various science-related topics 
in its 240-seat auditorium since 
the last one-and-a-half-year or 

so. Many school and college stu-
dents from all over the country 
visited the museum frequently on 
weekdays. There is a documen-
tary film on the museum that is 
played when a school or college 
group comes to visit.

National Museum of Science & Technology: 
Best for fun & education

www.nmstpk.com

NMST: Best for fun & education
National museum of science & Technology  is a 
non-profit, permanent institution in the service of soci-
ety and its development, open to the public, which ac-
quires, conserves, researches, communicates and ex-
hibits the tangible and intangible heritage of humanity 
and its environment for the purposes of education.....nmstpk.com

From page 1: Pakistan Museum of Natural History: A hub for research and public engagement
Museums possess materials and 
information that can and should 
be used in enriching and improv-
ing the school curriculum in vari-
ous disciplines. What is important 
is for the educational planners to 
work closely with museum ex-
perts on how the educational re-
sources that are available in the 
museum can be integrated into 
the curriculum and the learning 
process at all levels.

Pakistan Museum of Natu-
ral History (PMNH) situated at 
Garden Avenue, Shakarparian, 
Islamabad is the prime institute 
if its disposition in the country. 
PMNH was established in 1976 
under the patronage of Pakistan 
Science Foundation, Ministry of 
Science & Technology. It has four 
principal divisions namely Botan-
ical Sciences Division, Zoological 
Sciences Division, Earth Scienc-

es Division and Public Services 
Division. The three Sciences divi-
sions are engaged in the collec-
tion, identification and research 
activities pertaining to plants, 
animals and mineral resources 
of Pakistan respectively, while 
the Public Services Division is 
responsible for mass education 

and popularization of the col-
lated natural history specimens 
through elegant and attractive 
displays, exhibits and dioramas.

PMNH serves as a national 
repository of plants, animals, 
rocks, minerals and fossils, thus 
providing unique and rare re-
search reference material for var-

ious imperative fields of modern 
day science.

The museum is open to public 
every day from morning till 8pm. 
Our workers bring wonderful col-
lections to our museums and gal-
leries, so that these can be used 
to inspire, educate and amuse 
the public at large. Through our 

programmes and activities, we 
at PMNH, sensitize target groups 
like teachers, adults, and the 
youth through displays, exhibits 
and popular seminars for the pro-
motion and better understanding 
of our natural history heritage 
and its role in the national growth 
and development.  
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Our history preserved at  
Pakistan Museum of Natural History

Our history preserved at Pakistan 
Museum of Natural History
Museums of all kinds in all parts of the world carry a 
special sort of interest with them and such museums 
exist in almost all countries. They are considered to be a 
great asset of human heritage because of their .....dunyanews.tv

M
useums of all 
kinds in all 
parts of the 
world carry a 
special sort 
of interest 
with them and 

such museums exist in almost all 
countries. They are considered 
to be a great asset of human her-
itage because of their practical, 
exploratory, scientific and com-
municative benefits. For example, 
British Museum is considered 
one of the very few museums 
of the world where an entire new 
world of rarities and manuscripts 
exists and the number of people 
benefiting from these gems is in 
millions.

However, when we talk about 
museums related to natural herit-
age i.e. natural history museums 
then the first images that come 
to mind are those of animals 
that have extinguished from the 
face of the Earth, skeletons of 
those animals, fossils of plants 
and minerals that are found only 
rarely today. This is probably 
because animals, jungles and 
natural atmosphere have been 
of great interest to human be-
ings for centuries. Natural history 
museums thus play a vital role 
in augmenting human knowl-
edge and information. Though 
scientists have not been able to 
determine the location and time 
when the first museum of the 
world was made yet the research 
on ancient civilizations proves 
that they date back to Babyloni-
an, Egyptian, Chinese or Nainwa 
civilizations’ eras.

There would be hardly a coun-
try in the world where there are 
no museums. The oldest mu-
seum of Pakistan is in Lahore, 

established in 1855. Currently, 
there are more than 50 museums 
in Pakistan and most of them are 
related to the study of ancient 
civilizations. It was essential, 
therefore, to set up a natural his-
tory museum in the country. Mu-
seums pertaining to biodiversity 
are in massive numbers in West 
and even in our neighbouring 
countries. Mumbai’s Salam Ali 
Natural History Museum is con-
sidered one of the largest muse-
ums of its kind.

Pakistan is certainly one of 
the most fertile countries in the 
world in terms of biodiversity, 
archaeological diversity and min-
eral wealth. The task of collecting 
and using these renewable and 
non-renewable natural resources 
for achieving educational and re-
search objectives was taken up 
by Federal Ministry of Science 
and Technology and thus Paki-
stan Museum of Natural History 
was established in Islamabad in 
1976.

Pakistan Museum of Natu-
ral History basically consists of 
four different departments in-
cluding departments of botanical 
sciences, zoological sciences, 
archaeological sciences and 
public services and information. 
The first three departments are 
busy in researching, exhibiting 
and preserving unique plants, 
animals and mineral samples. 
Department of public services is 
appointed for provision of proper 
public guidance, communication 
and information.

The main objectives of this 
only museum of the country pre-
serving natural antiques include 
collection of the samples of rare 
plants, living organisms, minerals 
and fossils, identifying them cor-

rectly and preserving them prop-
erly so that they can be used for 
reference in future. This museum 
provides research facilities re-
garding benefits and importance 
of natural heritage so that local 

and international researchers may 
get appropriate atmosphere for 
their research activities. It helps 
to interpret our natural resources 
and environment and make strat-
egies for future course of action. 
The museum advertises some 
portions of our natural history to 
develop interest of the common 
public, students and research-
ers in this field. It also publishes 
books and research papers on 
natural history to promote scien-
tific study of these subjects.

It is important to mention here 
that Pakistan Museum of Natural 
History has collected more than 
two hundred thousand (200,000) 
unique samples of living organ-
isms, plants, animals, rocks, 
minerals and fossils while a team 
comprising of more than 30 ex-
perts is busy researching biodi-
versity and environmental deg-
radation. Around 200 research 
papers of these researchers 

have been published in various 
internationally acclaimed science 
magazines.

Although this museum is still 
in its developing phases yet the 
services being provided by it for 
the improvement and promotion 
of knowledge cannot be under-
mined. Currently, only two of its 
galleries are being used for exhi-
bition. Various eras of biodiversi-
ty and forests have been present-
ed in a manner in these galleries 
that they actually take you back 
in time and give you almost a 
real feel of the events of the past. 
The number of people visiting 
this museum is almost negligi-
ble currently yet there is a large 
room for improvement and it is 
the duty of the government and 
media to promote such places 
so that knowledge of the people 
regarding our history, our culture 
and our environment can be aug-
mented in a positive manner.

www.dunyanews.tv

The main objectives of this only museum of the country 

preserving natural antiques include collection of the 

samples of rare plants, living organisms, minerals and 

fossils, identifying them correctly and preserving them 

properly so that they can be used for reference in future
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T
HE BIG difference 
between the scien-
tist and the layman in 
their knowledge and 
understanding of sci-
entific principles and 
technology attaches 

great handicap to Pakistan’s eco-
nomic and cultural development, 
which inadequately meet by ac-
ademia. In more economically 
advanced centers of world mu-
seums of science and technol-
ogy have proven their efficiency 
significantly bridge this gap. Here 
the exhibits of scientific materials 
and their application to human 
use are easy to understand and 
has attractive features for all ages 
and conditions of people, educat-
ed and illiterate. Science muse-
ums can contribute enormously 
to science education in Pakistan 
by a new dimension of education 
and access to education for those 
who have limited opportunity.

Generally museums are clas-
sified as museums of history, 
science and art. In some cases, 
they may display identical ob-
jects, but from different perspec-
tives. As in case of an astrolabe 
which can be used to illustrate 
the history of the machines, sci-
ence celestial measurements, or 
line of old Arab craftsman. But 
art museums exist to provide 
both aesthetic gratification, while 
history museum to examine suc-
cesses and failures in human 
history, and science museums 
deals with the past, present and 
future, as a way to help us under-
stand their place in creation.

The museums of science and 
technology are concerned with 
principles, processes and prod-
ucts. In broadest conception they 
will deal with the mathematical, 
physical, chemical, and biologi-
cal sciences. The museums treat 
too of technology, the practical 
application of science, and in 
this manner deal with agriculture, 
industrial processes and public 
health. And there can be many 
special types of science mu-
seums, examples being health, 
farm, fisheries, space, and ma-
rine museum etc. 

The main concerns of the 
science museum are school 
children who are more receptive 
mind. Museum helps the teach-
ers by providing explanatory 
materials in the field of education 
classrooms. For adults who did 
not get many opportunities to get 
education also benefit from sci-
ence museum. In museums and 
galleries also it plans to attract 
those who have more advanced 
training and planned to serve the 
high school and university stu-

dents and the general public. Mu-
seum occupies a unique position 
among educational institutions 
appeal to people of all ages.

Museums are by tradition con-
servers of objects, but the purely 
preservative phase of museology 
is no longer justified as a sole 
objective. Unless the collections 
are used as the basis for active 
research or education the institu-
tion will prove sterile.

Exhibits are always the core 
of the educational program of 
museums, the use of exhibits 
are made more effective in sev-
eral manners i.e. exhibition guide 
service, publications, auditori-
um programs, planetarium, etc. 
Among others, the planetariums 
have proved extremely useful in 
teaching, especially in the fields 
of astronomy, time measure-
ment, navigation, surveying, and 
above all for opening minds as to 
the magnitude of creation.

Knowledge will never grow 
without the spirit of investigation, 
research must be included in any 
program of development and from 
the very first research activities 
should receive attention. In the 
natural sciences this should re-
late to collections rather than the 
fields of the experimental labora-
tory, for only an institution sup-
porting collections can encourage 
such work. In the present state 
of knowledge of Pakistan’s flora 
and fauna there is only one mu-
seum – Pakistan Museum of Nat-
ural History (PMNH), and there is 
room for great deal of systematic 
exploration and the same is true in 
the fields of geology and others.

Science museums serve as 
authoritative centers for the identi-
fication of natural history material, 
for it is only on the basis of com-
parison with scientifically docu-
mented and studied collection that 
such service can reliably provide. 
The science museums in their 
research activities conduct criti-
cal field studies and explorations 
and so become fountain-heads 
on knowledge. Any well-staffed 
museum serves as a clearing 
house on research projects within 
its own region and its counsel is 
of importance in matters bearing 
on a country’s national resources.

The public museums of Paki-
stan are today confined mainly 
and mostly to the fields of histo-
ry, archeology, and art. There are 
total 27 museums in Pakistan, 
while only two museums are 
science museums; National Mu-
seum of Science & Technology, 
Lahore, and Pakistan Museum 
of Natural History, Islamabad, 
others are at university level mu-
seums which are not for general 

public. One analysis, apparently 
based on a count of these muse-
ums, indicates one museum per 
7,037,037 persons in Pakistan, 
which clearly shows the dearth 
of museums in Pakistan. 

The greatest service to the 
museum movement at this time 
would be provision of full sup-
port to at-least one generalized 
museum including the fields of 
science, technology, and indus-
try, in each district headquarter 
which could serve as a train-
ing and indoctrination center 
for persons in each of the skills 
necessary for the establishment 
of other museums, especially in 
science and other fields.

According to a study report 
“Proposal for the Development 
of Science Museums in Paki-

stan”, 1956 by Robert T. Hatt, 
UNESCO Expert in Science 
Museums “every town of over 
50,000 populations should 
eventually have a museum. 
Servicing smaller centers there 
should be travelling museums, 
“museumobiles”, bringing ed-
ucational stimulus to less privi-
leged districts. Such expansion 
of the museum program must, 
however, follow maturity of mu-
seums in the larger centers.”

Instead of establishing large 
buildings in the beginning, a 
small exhibition space is far bet-
ter than a large one; that a small 
fine exhibition is far more effec-
tive educationally than a large 
poor one. A high standard in first 
efforts would do much to gain 
the esteem of the community; a 
low standard would handicap fu-

ture for development.
It is a mistake to construct 

large buildings during the early 
stages of a museum’s career. 
A museum is not a building but 
an organization, and until the 
organization has taken shape 
it is shortsighted to attempt to 
house it. Temporary quarters 
afford the best opportunity for 
natural growth up to the point 
where there is stability, con-
structive work, knowledge of 
requirements, definite outlook, 
and grounding in sympathy that 
assures support. This is a matter 
of virility, not age….. It is hardly 
justified in spending its own or 
the public’s money for a building 
unless the organization is well 
managed, active, growing, and 
gives promise of paying divi-
dends in service.

Need of science museums in Pakistan

Need of science museums in Pakistan
THE BIG difference between the scientist and the lay-
man in their knowledge and understanding of scientific 
principles and technology attaches great handicap to 
Pakistan’s economic and cultural development, which 
inadequately meet by academia. In more economically 
advanced centers of world museums of science ..... Sidra Cheema
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The greatest service to the museum movement at this 

time would be provision of full support to at-least one 

generalized museum including the fields of science, 

technology, and industry, in each district headquarter 

which could serve as a training and indoctrination 

center for persons in each of the skills necessary for the 

establishment of other museums, especially in science 

and other fields
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